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The American Association for
Thoracic Surgery
AATS Grant Writing Workshop 2009 – A
Success
The second Grant Writing Workshop organized by the
AATS Scientific Affairs and Government Relations Com-
mittee was held on March 6, 2009, in Bethesda, Maryland.
The course was designed to help professionals who were
applying for grants to better understand the complex nature
of preparing and submitting grant proposals. Invited faculty
included NHLBI and CSR representatives, current research
investigators and leaders in the field of cardiothoracic re-
search. This workshop was designed to address the needs
of both current and previous grant recipients.
The meeting focused on:
 Career Development and Training Grants
 Outcomes Research and Clinical Research Networks
 The Structure of a Grant
 The Review Process
 Mock Study Session – Led by Workshop Faculty, NIH
and CSR Staff
This year’s workshop was very well attended and course
participants rated the workshop highly for its informative
content. The AATS hopes to hold this meeting again in
2011. The course is generally held every two years.
AATS Meetings and Sponsored Events
September 10–12, 2009
Heart Valve Summit: Medical, Surgical and
Interventional Decision-Making*
Chicago Marriott Downtown Magnificent Mile
Chicago, Illinois, USA
*Register online at www.aats.org
April 29–30, 2010
Aortic Symposium 2010
Sheraton New York Hotel and Towers
New York City, New York, USA
May 1–5, 2010
AATS 90th Annual Meeting
Metro Toronto Convention Centre
Toronto, Ontario, Canada
AATS Online Award Applications Now
Available on www.aats.org
Deadline: July 1, 2009
Third Alfred Blalock Research Scholarship 2010–2012
provides an opportunity for research, training and experi-
ence for North American surgeons committed to pursuing
an academic career in cardiothoracic surgery.
 Research program must be undertaken within the first
three years after completion of an approved North Amer-
ican cardiothoracic residency.
 Applications for the scholarship must be submitted dur-
ing the candidate’s first two years in an academic
position.
 The scholarship will begin July 1, 2010 and conclude on
July 1, 2012.
Evarts A. Graham Memorial Traveling Fellowship,
2010–2011
 Candidate must be a non-North American who plans a car-
diothoracic surgery training program in a North American
center and who has not had extensive (exceeding a total of
six months in duration) clinical training in North America
prior to making application.
 Candidate should have completed his/her formal training
in general surgery and in thoracic and cardiovascular
surgery, but should not have reached a senior position.
ANNOUNCEMENTSThe Western Thoracic
Surgical Association
Announcement of 2009 Annual Meeting
The Thirty-fifth Annual Meeting of the Western Thoracic
Surgical Association will be held June 24-27, 2009 at the
Fairmont Banff Springs in Banff, Alberta, Canada. The
scientific sessions are open to all duly qualified physi-
cians. Participation in Association scientific sessions
and social activities for members, invited guests, and1584 The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Sprogram participants requires payment of a registration
fee.
Requests for Meeting Information
Meeting registration and hotel reservation and forms are
available at www.westernthoracic.org, or by contacting the
Association at:
Western Thoracic Surgical Association
900 Cummings Center
Suite 221-U
Beverly, MA 01915
978-927-8330; fax: 978-524-8890
wtsa@prri.comurgery c June 2009
